
Weather 

What is the weather like on planet Earth? 
Weather The conditions outside at a particular place and time. 

Climate The weather patterns over a long period of time. 

Climate zone Geographical zones loosely divided according to their climate.  

The three main climate zones are tropical temperate and polar. 

Tropical Found on or close to the Equator, typically tropical can be warm and wet or hot and dry.  

Temperate Temperatures can change greatly bewteen summer and winter.  Most places with a temperate climate have four seasons. 

Polar Usually has a temperature below freezing, is icy and covered with snow. These areas do not get direct heat and sunlight from the sun. 

     

Locate continents, oceans, the equator, northern and southern hemispheres. 

                        

                                                                                                                                        Locate the different climate zones. 
                                                                                                                                  

 



Additional Information on Climate Zones.  

The three main climate zones can be broken down further. 

 



The Water Cycle

 

The Water Cycle The journey of water on the Earth 

Evaporation Occurs when heat from the sun causes liquid to become a vapour.  When the heat from the sun warms the water, the liquid turn into a 

vapour (gas) and rises because it is lighter. 

Condensation Occurs when water vapour gets cooler and changes back into liquid.  The water vapour is lifted into the sky. As you go higher, the air 

gets colder and cools down the gas. This causes the particles to condense (come together) and form microscopic droplets of water 

Precipitation Occurs when water falls from clouds.  As soon as the water droplets reach a certain size, their weight is too great to stay in the air and 

they fall down to the ground. This is called precipitation. If the air is very cold, the water falls as ice or sleet. Otherwise, it falls as rain. 

There are four main types of precipitation: snow, hail, sleet and rain. 

Run Off  

 

Occurs when excess rainwater flows to a water source.  It is precipiatation that does not get absorbed into the soil or evaporates.  Run 

off can cause erosion and also carry chemicals and sunstances on the ground surface along to the rivers where the water ends up. 

 

 

Collection 

Wherever the water lands, this is called the ‘collection’ stage of the water cycle. Rain and snow may return to the Earth is rivers or 

lakes, on the ground or on houses and roads, where it soaks down towards the rivers. Eventually, most of this water flows into the 

seas. The water cycle can now start again! 

 


